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Mrs. Mehta and the nurse both smiled broadly.   " But
this isn't a premature baby.   He is a perfectly normal and
healthy full-term child.  We are only too happy that this "
one doesn't have rickets."
" But what does he weigh ? " I asked, still amazed at the
size of the minute bundle.
" Three and a half pounds," was the airy response.
" He's doing well and has regained birth weight already,
after only seven days."
That was something I had not discovered during my
previous stay in India. It is nothing unusual for Indian
women, especially in the villages, to bear children of three
pounds or even less ; and they are perfectly formed and in
no way premature. Why it should be so is not absolutely
certain. It is probably a combination of inadequate diet
and of the women continuing to slave laboriously until the
last possible second before childbirth. Or perhaps it is a
merciful dispensation of Krishna, since most of the mothers
have their first child between the ages of fifteen and eighteen,
and a good many give birth still younger.
The schools in Kutchbhiwani are still carrying on exactly
as they have done for generations. In the single classroom
of one primary school for Muslims, little boys sat behind
one another astride the narrow bench which ran right round
the room, their black caps nodding and swaying in unison
as they chanted their lessons after their master.
Where there is a fantastic contrast between the ways of
city and village is in the weaving industry. About a quarter
of the cloth India makes for her own use is produced on
hand-looms and many of the two and a half million such
looms in use are scattered throughout villages up and down
the country. Some of the larger places have a share of the
small power-looms introduced into the industry in the last
eight or nine years. But the cotton weaving of the villages
is mainly hand-loom work. It is the most important industry
in the country from the point of view of the numbers it